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IV,   THE UNIATES

In any survey of the divisions in the church universal
three crucial centuries stand out clearly: the fifth, the
eleventh, and the sixteenth. The fifth century saw the
entering wedge of schism, affecting, however, only outly-
ing portions of the church, though affecting these perma-
nently. The eleventh saw a definite cleavage In the main
body, between the Eastern and Western branches. The
sixteenth saw the split in the Western church, resulting in
the formation of the various Protestant bodies. The early
unity of the church, which, In spite of many heresies and
some minor temporary schisms, had remained practically
intact, was Impaired in the fifth century by the secession of
the Syrian-Nestorian body, the first organized of the hereti-
cal churches which split off by reason of dissent from the
decisions of the Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon. In
the next century followed the Syrian-Jacobite, Coptic, and
Armenian schisms, while the Monothelite Maronites ap-
pear to have been well organized by the close of the seventh
century. The two Syrian churches, alone, at one time
threatened to outrank the main body of Christians, in
numbers If not in influence, but any fear of such rivalry
was allayed by the decline of the powerful Nestorian com-
munion in the eleventh century. IE the meantime the
original church had remained united, though forming two
branches, one in the East, with the four independent
Patriarchates of Constantinople, Antioch, Jerusalem, and
Alexandria, and the other in the West, under the jurisdic-
tion of the Bishop of Rome. In the eyes of the Eastern
prelates the Roman dignitary was but the patriarch of the
West (a title still borne by the holy father), primus inter
pares in relation to themselves. Such, indeed, was their
theory, as over against the claims to papal supremacy, ad-
vanced as early as the fifth century and growing more arro-
gant, though still vague, until they were definitely formulated
in the pontificate of Nicholas I (858-867), who recognized
as genuine the celebrated false decretals, asserting the